Yet, for all its drama and destruction and its undeniable strategic importance, Third Winchester is not even the most recognized battle from the campaign; that distinction belongs to the stirring seesaw affair at Cedar Creek that occurred a month later. Nor had Winchester attracted the full-blown examination that many, often less significant, engagements have received. Patchan's impressive effort rectifies this, providing what must be considered the definitive work on the battle.
Relying on years of extensive primary research, Patchan presents a remarkably comprehensive, balanced, and thoughtful study that includes Sheridan's measured approach to the battle, and the weeks of jockeying it produced, before unfolding a gripping narrative of the battle itself. Among the many attributes in this book is the attention Patchan pays to the unheralded regimental and brigade commanders, such as Union Colonel Oliver Edwards and Confederate Brigadier General Gabriel Wharton. Of course, the more recognizable characters-flamboyant Federal cavalryman G. A. Custer and Confederate citizen-soldier John B. Gordon-figure prominently as well. Patchan's treatment of Jubal Early is fair, even sympathetic, while his portrayal of Sheridan is generous and more nuanced than many readers might expect, giving him high marks for patience and planning and battlefield leadership while largely refuting the enduring depiction of a reckless and wonton warrior who won by sheer numbers alone.
Patchan's narrative is supported by abundant, well rendered maps and dozens of photographs. His extensive primary research is apparent in his skillful use of participant quotes. Most rewardingly, he provides footnotes rather than endnotes, which scholars of the subject will appreciate. Appendices include Union and Confederate orders of battle, strength and casualty reports, Medals of Honor awarded during the campaign, and select soldier accounts of the campaign, followed by a bibliography comprehensive on primary materials and refreshingly selective on secondary sources. 
